
 
October 12, 2016 

 
Ursula Bauer, Ph.D., MPH 
Director, National Center for Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road 
Atlanta, GA 30333 

 
Dear Dr. Bauer: 

 
Thank you for your outreach regarding the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
(CDC) plans to close the Division of Community Health (DCH). We, the undersigned 
organizations, value the longstanding partnership we’ve had with the CDC, in particular 
through efforts supported by the National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and 
Health Promotion (NCCDPHP) and the DCH. In the public health world, we are no 
strangers to the challenges presented by limited and short-term funding. Nonetheless, we 
want to ensure that the CDC continues to prioritize and protect long term investments in 
community health and prevention and maintains a home within the agency for these 
important programs. We request the opportunity to meet with you to hear how we can 
support you in building on prior year investments in community health so that our 
localities, counties, states and the nation can continue to address emerging health issues, 
decrease preventable diseases, and improve health equity so that ultimately, we can 
achieve the goal of healthy communities for all. 

 
Historically, via the Pioneering Healthier Communities, ACHIEVE, Communities Putting 
Prevention to Work, Community Transformation Grants, Racial and Ethnic Approaches to 
Community Health (REACH) and the Partnerships to Improve Community Health (PICH) 
programs, the CDC and the DCH have served as the nationwide hub of community 
prevention efforts. Not only have you provided staffing and expertise, the DCH determined 
and reflected best practices, served as a repository for resources and information sharing, 
and amplified the successes of community efforts across the country. The CDC plays a 
critical role in demonstrating how community prevention efforts can transform the health 
and equity of communities. 

 
We greatly appreciate the support and attention provided to PICH and your continued 
support for the REACH portfolio of activities. However, while PICH funding comes to an 
end and REACH shifts to another Division within CDC, we want to ensure that community 
health and prevention at large remains a core priority of the agency. As you well know, 
community health and community prevention is the backbone of our nation’s ability to get 
and to stay healthy. As the agency charged with protecting the public’s health, the CDC’s 
priorities set the tone for public health funding. We want communities across the country 
that have seen greater health and more equity in their neighborhoods to continue to benefit 
from long term investments in this approach.  Most importantly, we have the knowledge of
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what works – we need federal leadership and investment to scale these programs to more 
communities across the country where it is desperately needed. 

 
We look forward to learning more about your decision to move REACH to the Division of 
Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity.  We also hope to learn more about CDC and 
NCCDPHP’s vision for a strong and cohesive home for community prevention and 
community health programs in order to ensure the expertise and evidence gathered over the 
past decade will not be diluted or become inaccessible. 

 
We see the CDC as one of our most valuable partners and we want to work alongside you 
to continue to champion efforts to build the overall health and equity of our communities 
and to address the social determinants of health. We look forward to continuing our 
partnership with you in the years to come to prevent chronic disease and promote health. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
American Public Health Association 
Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum 
National Association of City and County Health Officials 
National Association of Counties 
Public Health Institute  
Society for Public Health Education 
Trust for America's Health 
YMCA of the USA 
 


