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Washington, D.C., December 22, 2017 –It is a serious mistake to cut $750 million from the 
Prevention and Public Health Fund to provide very short-term funding for the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) and community health centers. The below is a statement from the 
American Public Health Association, National Association of County and City Health Officials, 
Prevention Institute, Public Health Institute, and Trust for America’s Health: 
 
“The Prevention Fund supports critical public health activities—including lead poisoning 
surveillance, vaccination initiatives and other programs—in every state and community across 
the country. Cutting this significant funding source would leave communities without the vital 
resources needed to keep children and families happy, healthy and safe.  
 
It is even more alarming and contradictory that this cut will be used to provide very short-term 
funding for CHIP and community health centers. Our organizations are united in support of 
CHIP and community health centers, which are vital to improving children’s health. But losing 
the Prevention Fund would just create another hole in the public health support children need. 
 
The Prevention Fund is supported strongly by national, state and local groups alike—indeed to-
date 1,142 have joined the Prevention Fund supporter’s list. They know the value of the $630 
million annually that goes directly to states and communities to prevent illness and disease. 
 
A strong public health system makes the difference between health and illness, safety and injury, 
life and death.  
 



We urge Congress to oppose any and all future cuts to the Prevention Fund and to begin the 
long-overdue process of increasing support to CHIP, community health centers, CDC and other 
public health agencies so today’s children can be our healthiest and happiest generation.” 
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### 
 

Trust for America’s Health is a non-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to saving lives 
by protecting the health of every community and working to make disease prevention a national 
priority. www.healthyamericans.org 
 
The American Public Health Association champions the health of all people and all 
communities. We strengthen the public health profession. We speak out for public health issues 
and policies backed by science. We are the only organization that combines a 145-year 
perspective, a broad-based member community and the ability to influence federal policy to 
improve the public’s health. Visit us at www.apha.org. 
 
The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) represents the 
nation’s nearly 3,000 local governmental health departments. These city, county, metropolitan, 
district, and tribal departments work every day to protect and promote health and well-being for 
all people in their communities. For more information about NACCHO, please visit 
www.naccho.org. 
 
The Public Health Institute, an independent nonprofit organization, is dedicated to promoting 
health, well-being and quality of life for people throughout California, across the nation and 
around the world. 
 
Prevention Institute is an Oakland, California-based nonprofit research, policy, and action 
center that works nationally to promote prevention, health, and equity by fostering community 
and policy change so that all people live in healthy, safe environments. 

 


