
 

 

 

June 3, 2016 
 

Karen DeSalvo, MD, MPH, M.Sc. 
National Coordinator 
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
Attention: RFI Regarding Assessing Interoperability for MACRA 
330 C Street SW, Room 7025A 
Washington, DC 20201 
 

RE: Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology: Medicare Access and CHIP 
Reauthorization Act of 2015: Request for Information Regarding Assessing Interoperability for MACRA 
(Docket ID: HHS-ONC-2016-0008) 
 

Dear Dr. DeSalvo: 
 

On behalf of the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), I am writing to 
provide comments on the request for information regarding assessing interoperability for Medicare 
Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 (MACRA). NACCHO is the voice of the 2,800 local health 
departments across the country. These city, county, metropolitan, district, and tribal departments work 
every day to protect and promote health and well-being for all people in their communities.  
 
NACCHO is supportive of certified electronic health record (EHR) adoption and continued investments in 
the nation’s health information technology (IT) capacity. EHRs and a robust IT infrastructure enhance 
local health departments’ ability to perform critical public health functions. NACCHO recommends 
considering the short and long term implications of interoperability priorities and measurements for the 
public health sector. Initial MACRA interoperability measurements need to include measurement of 
interoperability with public health systems or the prevalence of EHR functionality needed to leverage 
EHRs for public health purposes. This will ensure that EHR development continues to support public 
health reporting and achievement of interoperability with public health entities in the future.  
 
It is important to develop a fixed set of standards for meaningful EHR users that include consideration of 
future public health reporting. To facilitate data sharing, national standards for all EHR systems need to 
continue to be developed. Detailed protocols need to be created to prepare the meaningful EHR users 
not only for MACRA, but for the entire national Health IT Strategy, including Goal 2, Objective C. As 
mentioned in the Federal Health IT Strategic Plan, public health entities require interoperable electronic 
health information to: 

 Detect, track, and manage illness outbreaks; 

 Coordinate access to information from inside and outside the formal delivery system; 

 Analyze population health trends, identify at-risk populations; 

 Protect communities during public health emergencies. 
 
To align the initial set of interoperability measures with the Federal Health IT Strategic Plan for 2015-
2020, public health objectives must be factored into the measures. 



 

 
The Affordable Care Act and MACRA are intended to improve not just the quality of individual care, but 
also population health. Leveraging EHRs for population health purposes will require that EHR systems 
support the identifications of cohorts of patients matching ad hoc criteria. As such EHRs must contain 
the ability of a provider, health system, or public health entity, given the appropriate security and 
agreements, to query cohorts, such as:  

 Persons reporting that they smoke as a percent of persons with non-missing smoking status 
from an encounter in the past 12 months; 

 Persons with a diagnosis or procedure indicating current asthma, as a percent of all persons with 
an encounter in the past three months; 

 Persons with fever and cough reported in a primary care visit, as a percent of all persons with a 
primary care visit in the past two weeks.  

 
NACCHO continues to support programs that encourage the development of health IT systems that are 
interoperable with local public health agencies. MACRA provides a strong incentive toward this end for 
meaningful EHR users and other clinicians and healthcare providers on a nationwide basis. In order to 
continue towards a path of achieving the Federal Health IT Strategic Plan and Interoperability 
Roadmap’s goal of advancing the health and wellbeing of communities, providers must be able to share 
clinical data with local health departments. It is important that this priority is not omitted in the creation 
of interoperability metrics for MACRA.  
 
NACCHO appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the MACRA interoperability metrics. 
Local and state health departments must be included in any federal plan to expand the use of 
interoperable health IT systems. MACRA and meaningful use will continue to play a vital role in 
improving the public’s health and can greatly increase the use of modern public health IT throughout 
the United States. NACCHO looks forward to continuing to support ONC’s efforts as a partner in this 
effort.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
LaMar Hasbrouck, MD, MPH      
Executive Director 


