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Background

Sixty-four surveys were received and analyzed.  An analysis of the surveys for demographics indicated that 70% of respondents were female, 60% are 61 and older, all but one are African-American, all but three were registered to vote, 47% are married, 27% are retired or unemployed, and 27% are employed full-time, 78% are high school or college graduates, 39% have an income of $30,000 or more, and they represented all neighborhoods except Devon.  The highest representations were from Argyle Park (20), Oriole Heights(10), and Teakwood(7). The average number of years of residency in the area is 32 years.

Quality of Life Component (used NACCHO’s Quality of Life Survey)

The highest ratings were for: Is this a good place to grow old, a good place to raise children, the sense of community responsibility, opportunities to contribute, can make the community a better place to live, and church and faith community outreach. The lowest ratings were for: satisfaction with the health care system, economic opportunity, and contributions made by business.
The average scores for questions 1-12 of the survey are, on a scale of 1-5:

1. Are you satisfied with the quality of life in our community? (Consider your sense of safety, well-being, participation in community life and associations, etc.) 2.6

2. Are you satisfied with the health care system in the community? (Consider access, cost, availability, quality, options in health care, etc.) 2.2

3. Is this community a good place to raise children? (Consider school quality, day care, after school programs, recreation, etc.) 3.0

4. Is this community a good place to grow old? (Consider elder-friendly housing, transportation to medical services, churches, shopping; elder day care, social support for the elderly living alone, meals on wheels, etc.) 3.1

5. Is there economic opportunity in the community? (Consider locally owned and operated businesses, jobs with career growth, job training/higher education opportunities, affordable housing, reasonable commute, etc.) 2.1

6. Is the community a safe place to live? (Consider residents' perceptions of safety in the home, the workplace, schools, playgrounds, parks, the mall. Do neighbors know and trust one another? Do they look out for one another?) 2.9

7. Are there networks of support for individuals and families (neighbors, support groups, faith community outreach, agencies, organizations) during times of stress and need? 3.1

8. Do all individuals and groups have the opportunity to contribute to and participate in the community's quality of life? 2.9

9. Do all residents perceive that they — individually and collectively — can make the community a better place to live? 3.0

10. Are community assets broad-based and multi-sectoral? 2.2

11. Are levels of mutual trust and respect increasing among community partners as they participate in collaborative activities to achieve shared community goals? 2.7

12. Is there an active sense of civic responsibility and engagement, and of civic pride in shared accomplishments? 3.0

The Health Component

1. What is the health status of the community? Good- 31 (48%); Fair- 28 (44%); and Poor- 4 (6%)

2. Where do you go when you are sick? Doctors Office- 52 (81%); ER- 17 (27%); Did not seek care- 9 people did not seek care when needed (14%)

3. Reasons to not seek care: There were many reasons.  Prescription cost was the most common- 30 (47%)

4. Where do you get your health information? Most people receive it from TV and newspapers

5. Do you smoke? Yes 21 (33%)

6. Do you drink alcohol?  Over 95% drink seldom or never

7. What diseases do you have?  Hypertension- 44 (69%); Diabetes and/or arthritis- about 50%; Sinus Problems- 39%; Cancer, Vision problems, and/or heart disease- about 25%.  

Environmental Component 

The environmental portion of the questionnaire asked respondents to rank the overall quality of the environment, what were major environmental threats, the best ways to encourage positive behavior change, and media issues.

The rankings go from 1-4 with 1 being a low ranking. The last section of the environmental component, Infrastructure, was could not be analyzed because the ranking order changed and may have confused some of the respondents.

The average ranking for overall quality of the environment was 2.4.

Respondents reported that threats to the environment come from the following sources- Industry-66%; Individuals-30%; City Operations-50%; and Transportation-59%.

They indicated that the best ways to change behaviors for individuals and industry were:

Pass laws-75%; Education-88%; Fines-53%; Incentives-55%; and Provide Technical Assistance-58%.

Environmental media issues were categorized as Water, Land, Air, and Other.  There were subcategories to each of these such as, for water- drinking water, untreated sewage, and drainage problems. The answers have been analyzed in the broad categories: Water-72%; Land-78%; Air-78%; Other-72%. The most common other listed was noise (7), animal control and lead were each listed one time.

