
September 3, 2020 

Mike Pence, Vice President 

White House Coronavirus Task Force 

Office of the Vice President 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

 

Dear Vice President Pence,  

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we write to express our serious concerns with the 

recent change to testing guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),1 

which diminishes the importance of testing asymptomatic individuals who were exposed to 

COVID-19.  We believe the revision does not reflect the best available science and the best 

interest of the public’s health and has resulted in confusion among public health and medical 

professionals and the public. We ask the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 

reverse the revision.   

By CDC’s own estimation, about 40 percent of infections are asymptomatic,2 meaning people 

who do not know they are infected are a significant source of transmission. Identifying 

individuals infected with COVID-19 – even if they are asymptomatic – is critical to support 

appropriate isolation and quarantine measures, identification of contacts, to limit spread, and to 

provide the comprehensive view of community spread needed to inform effective public health 

responses. Testing of asymptomatic individuals may also be critical for certain high-risk 

workplaces, such as in nursing homes, and to support safe reopening of schools.  By 

downplaying the importance of testing for asymptomatic individuals, especially those who have 

been exposed to the virus, these guidelines could precipitate further community spread.  We are 

further concerned that changes to the testing guidelines could reduce insurance coverage for 

COVID-19 tests by incorrectly calling into question the medical appropriateness of testing on 

asymptomatic individuals. 

In a moment when we are continuing to see COVID-19 surges in hot spots across the country 

and a desire to safely open schools and businesses, we need more testing, not less.  The decision 

may delay the ability of communities to safely reopen and extend the social and economic toll of 

the pandemic on our communities. Given the shortages in testing supplies and personnel, we 

support prioritizing testing for symptomatic individuals. However, our goal as a nation should be 

to expand testing capacity to allow for testing of all recommended individuals,3 including 

asymptomatic people who have been in close contact with an infected individual.  The solution 

 
1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Overview of Testing for SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19). Aug 24, 2020. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html. 
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. COVID-19 Pandemic Planning Scenarios. July 10, 2020.  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/planning-scenarios.html 
3Infectious Diseases Society of America Guidelines on the Diagnosis of COVID-19. May 6, 2020.  
 https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/covid-19-guideline-diagnostics/ 



to testing shortages is not to limit the number of people who are tested but to expand the 

availability of tests. 

The foundation of public confidence in the national response to COVID-19 must include the 

protection of the CDC’s widely recognized and respected independence and scientific integrity. 

As recently as July 22, CDC guidance clearly recommended testing for close contacts of 

individuals with COVID-19 and stressed the importance of identifying and quarantining 

contacts.  The scientific basis for changes in recommendations must be clearly and transparently 

documented.  

COVID-19 has killed over 180,000 Americans and has had a devastating toll on our economy 

and the welfare of our citizens. Only by continuing to do the hard work of containing the 

pandemic through robust and comprehensive testing can we succeed in ending it. We urge you to 

reconsider this revision.  

Sincerely, 
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San Fernando Community Hospital and San Fernando Community Health Center 
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Town of Norwood, Public Health Department 
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cc:   HHS Secretary Alex M. Azar II 

Admiral Brett Giroir 

  CDC Director Robert Redfield 
 


